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St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and

pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of .

the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the l \0‘
land continues today. & (Y

Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 (!/ “

Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca /

www.stjosephschool.ca

|
’0
Out of School Care, Daycare & Preschool h‘ //A

Phone: (250) 479-1237

Email: sjvelc@cisdv.bc.ca CELI %lYlllg NG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/272859616539977 (SJV Parent Support Group Page) and Proclaiming

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s,

On this last day of school in 2024, I am struck by how quickly the time has passed since September.
It has been full of life and enrichment; I am grateful. Your kids- our kids, are amazing and are a real source of joy
and blessing. (most days). To see and hear them gleefully playing their games outside or actively engaged in a
learning activity or performing creatively in the arts or surprisingly attentive at prayer is to witness something
special. It 1s, at imes, to see the light of God peeking through and becoming enfleshed. Something like Christmas
happens when our eyes and hearts are open. Thank you for entrusting your children to us and to St. Joseph’s
School and Parish.

On behalf of the whole school staff and administration we wish you a special, safe and peaceful time in this
upcoming Christmas Season. May it be filled with laughter, hugs and kindnesses. We hope you will get some

glimpse of the joy and peace of God when you see your little ones excited and exuberant with play and gratitude.

im. Let’s trust in the good and healing news that God’s Light and Love in Jesus 1s With
Us and For Us, often in spite of Us.

Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas.

In Gratitude,

Glon Pulrkecky

Principal, St. Joseph’s School

Grade 1C mvited me to help
read letters from the North Pole!


https://www.facebook.com/groups/272859616539977
http://www.stjosephschool.ca/
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CHRISTMAS BREAK SCHOOL RE-OPENS
Fri, Dec. 20* - Mon, Jan. 6* Pro. D Day Merry Tues, Jan. 7*
Christmas and Happy New Year!

>, HOMEWORK CLUB

S o Will resume on Monday, Jan. 13",

\g\% 9 Grade 7s used the candy donations from the school community to assemble 300

Christmas Crackers which were sent to St. Vincent de Paul. They were distributed to those
1 in need on Saturday. Thank you to Grade 7 and all who donated! And a special thanks to
N 0

Miss G who spearheaded the project.

TIMES COLON IST IOK TEAM

Thinking of New Year's Resolutions? Why not join the TC1OK Team for St.

Joseph's which takes place on April 27, 2025. You will get a free t-shirt,

: accessibility to running clinics and the opportunity to run with friends and

“SESE  teachers while raising money for a great cause. Use the link

. below. Remember to choose TC10K Teachers and Students (Discounted
= | Rate). Ourteam name is St. Joseph's Timberwolves 2025.

hﬁps ://raceroster.com/ events/2025/ 95989/36th-annual-tc1 0k-powered-by-runsport

GRADE ONE PARENTS....... PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
. . A Parent Reading Workshop Monday, Jan. 27° from 1pm to 2:30 pm
This will be hosted by St. Joseph's and the One-to-One Literacy Society. There will be an

interactive workshop for parents which will include practising some of the learned skills with
your Grade One student during the last half hour. Registration details will be provided the

OWNETOYOQIE first week back to school in January!
SAEESE/ \WEEKLY SNAPSHOTS

St. Joseph’s Grade 7 students put it in a great effort, but it wasn’t enough to defeat Team

Teachers. Thank you to everyone who made Thursday’s Staff vs. Students basketball game
so much fun!



https://raceroster.com/events/2025/95989/36th-annual-tc10k-powered-by-runsport

St. Joseph'’s Elementary School Presents

-
Scan QR to buy tickets

“Sister Act Junior”
on Eventbrite.ca

v

Thursday Friday Saturday

March 6|6:30 pm March7|6:30 pm March8|1 pm&6:30 pm




¢ALLING ALL
VOLLEYBALL
COACHES!

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
COMMUNITY COACH, WORKING ALONGSIDE
A TEACHER SPONSOR?

A

DO YOU HAVE/ARE WILLING TO GET YOUR
CRIMINAL RECORD CHECK?

DO YOU LOVE THE SPORT OF VOLLEYBALL?

IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT MR. ZUBACK FOR
MORE INFORMATION!
(JZUBACK@CISDV.BC.CA)

Season starts mid
January!
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BAKE SALES

Ist FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

Oct 4th - Grade / Feb 14th - Grade 3
Nov 8th - Grade 6 Mar 7th - Grade 2
Dec 6th - Grade 5 Apr 4th - Grade 1

Jan 10th - Grade 4 May 2nd - Kindergarten




3 Books = 1 Gift
The Challenge Continued

« 3 (
Every week 1000X5 Children’s Book Recycling Project donates 800 of your books

Join the hundreds of families who have taken the three book challenge. As we head
into the holiday season, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts. And what can
be a better gift than a bag of 3 books for babies and toddlers? Every month 1000X35 pops
2400 books in 800 gift bags. In the last three weeks, hundreds of books have arrived for
the weekly Wednesday sorting by 10 dedicated volunteers.

Drop your books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin in the




NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY

Over the weeks of Advent, the Diocese is sharing a series of blog posts that explore new ways
to bring purpose, shelter, and hope to those in need. The final post for the Fourth Sunday of
Advent is now available to read https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/making-room-today-
living-the-lessons-of-the-manger.

On Sunday, December 29, the Diocese of Victoria will join the world-wide Church in
- celebrating the opening of the Jubilee Year. The Rite of Opening will happen at the 11 am
» ¢ Mass at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Victoria, with Bishop Gary Gordon presiding. All are invited
&« to participate in person or via the livestream
ense™ gt hitps://youtube.com/live/RTYRc_D5e4Y Pfeature=share.

The 58t World Day of Peace will be celebrated on 1 January 2025. The theme chosen by
Pope Francis for this year is “Forgive us our trespasses: grant us your peace’’. For more
information, and to read Pope Francis’ message for the Day, please

visit https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/world-day-of-peace-2025/

appeal to support struggling families in Bethlehem. For more information, and to donate,

Ei The Canadian arm of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association is launching an emergency
please visit https://cnewa.org/ca/

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
December 24"

5:00pm & 8:00pm Family Mass

11:59pm Midnight Mass

December 25"
10:00am Christmas Day

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
December 31°
6:00 PM New Year's Eve Vigil

January 1*
10:00am New Year's Day


https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/making-room-today-living-the-lessons-of-the-manger
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/making-room-today-living-the-lessons-of-the-manger
https://youtube.com/live/RIYRc_D5e4Y?feature=share
https://www.cccb.ca/announcement/world-day-of-peace-2025/
https://cnewa.org/ca/




Catholic Diocese of Victoria
Office of the Bishop

1-40d44 Nelthorpe Street, Victoria, BC VEX 2Al - Tel: 250-479-1331 « Fax: 250.479.5423 « Web: redvictoris.or

Christmas 2024
Dear people of the Diocese of Victoria,

It is always a joy to witness the beautiful ways families and parishes prepare for and celebrate
Christmas. These preparations often centre on extending extra effort and awareness to the poor in our
midst, both locally and globally. This great outreach is born of hope—a hope rooted in the words of
John 3:16: "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.”

The birth of the Son of God as man—the Word made flesh and pitches God’s tent among us—is a
timeless event. That marvelous and fateful night in a humble stable continues to resonate in dramatic
and pressing ways in our time.

Today, God continues to pitch His tent among us—on our doorsteps, on sidewalks, and perhaps even
in the parking lots of our churches. Migrants and refugees cross borders and arrive on storm-tossed
shores, longing for a place of peace. Yet too often, the message of fear and indifference is sent:
“There is no room for you.”

This “no room™ mentality reflects the rigid walls of fear and self-protection. However, Christmas is
the season of the heart. Dear People of God, open wide the doors of your heart so that all may hear
the angelic proclamation to Mary and the shepherds alike: "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10).

Do not fear becoming a gift of hope and an instrument of peace. Do not be afraid of embracing the
time of God’s favour. Know that God’s light within you—your joy in Christ Jesus—dispels all
darkness. The Christmas story endures wherever and whenever we expand the walls of our own tents
to include others.

Jesus’ birth, in the midst of a desperate time of war and discord for God’s people, represents God’s
embrace of all that is vulnerable, fragile, and impoverished. It proclaims the eternal good news: “God

is with you.” His birth in a stable and His outpouring love on the cross will never disappoint, for they
reveal God's tender and compassionate plan of hope that embraces us all.

This Christmas, dear people of God, my prayer for you and your families is that hope will be the gift
you receive and the gift you give as we prepare for the Jubilee of Hope in 2025.

Christmas blessings and abundant hope in the New Year.

A Z:

Most Reverend Gary Gordon
Bishop of Victoria



PARENT COMMUNITY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

*Please note that any manner of association, inclusion, and participation of any Businesses within this Directory, is
not an indication of endorsement by St. Joseph's Elementary School or Church Parish or any of its affiliates.

DIRECTORY:

Financial & Legal Services
* Homeroom Bookkeeping & Income Tax
* Whitestone Legal

Food & Beverage
» Kung Pao Wok

Health & Wellness
» Chatterton Way Dental

« Eye Etiquette Optical Boutique

Support Local Parent Owned Businesses!

Photography Services
: ; k : « Andrea Collins Photography
Our Business Directory is a service

provided by the Parents Support Real Estate Services

Group to help fundraise for our * Kamaretsos Real Estate Team
school children and also support our Technology Services

local parent businesses! « Qmulus

Trades & Construction
» Great White North Projects
» Lisnabreeny Plumbing Ltd.

CONTACT SJV-PSG@CISDV.BC.CA
WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT SUBSCRIPTIONS




PARENT COMMUNITY ﬁ

BUSINESS DIRECTORY ¢

Financial & Legal Services

Homeroom Bookkeeping & Income Tax

Teya lensen

' pINg.com

Ph: 604-739-9536

www. homergombookkeeping.com

We provide bookkeeping for all types of small businesses,
payroll, GST/PST filings and Personal income tax returns.

Whitestone Legal
Akinghade Samuel Oluwarinu

sam@whitestonelegal.ca
Ph: 250-8384-7434

E
We offer legal services in the areas of Real Estate Law, Wills
and Estates Law, Business and Corporate Law, Immigration
and Civil Litigation and Motarial Services.

Food & Beverage

Kung Pac Wok

Ankie Leung
kungpaowok_victoria@yahoo.ca

Ph: ¥78-433-8804

Chinese Food (Hillside Shopping Center)

Health & Wellness

Chatterton Way Dental
Dr. Matthew Foulkes

info@chatiertonway

Ph: 250-598-5441

chattertonwaydental.ca

At Chatterton Way Dental, vour oral health is our priority. Our
dedicated team makes every visit comfortable and stress-free.
Experience dental care that keeps you smiling with confidence.
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small business solutions inc.

WHITESTONE LEGAL
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PARENT COMMUNITY ﬁ

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Health & Wellness

Eye Etiquette Optical Boutique
Carolin Roussel

carolinetiquette@shaw.ca
Ph: 250-474-1941 and 778-432-3344

www.eyeetiquetteoptical.ca E i
Eye Etfqyuette offers a range of glasses that are sophisticated, g eye eTl q U eﬁe

fun, minimal to eye-catching. Our customer service award- OPTICAL BOUTIQUE
winning optical team of licensed opticians, optometrists, and

optical assistants are here to help. Providing eyewear,

contact lenses, safety glasses and full eye health

examinations for all ages.

Photography Services

A

Andrea Collins Photography (
Andrea Walker Collins

P 778.9664628 o ANDREA |

www.andreacollinsphotography.com ~ N Yet >
Family, Wedding, Event and professional portrait ( OL L I .\ 5
photography services.

Real Estate Services

Kamaretsos Real Estate Team | Pemberton Holmes

Michelle & Lee Kamaretsos Q
michelle@myvictoriarealty.com

Ph: 250-686-7590
www.myvictoriarealty.com/st-joes-parents.htm|

Real Estate Specialist specializing in residential, investment, k '
and commercial properties in the Greater Victoria areas. See a m a re t S O S
our dedicated link for St. Joes Parents! fan e e

PAGE
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PARENT COMMUNITY ﬁ

BUSINESS DIRECTORY ¢

Technology Services

Omulus

Benoni Cabrera

_ %
Eﬁ%—?ﬂ-ﬁmﬁ \‘ Q MULUS

Virtual staffing, local recruitment, and technology services.

Trades & Construction

Great White North Projects

Lukasz Jarawka

lukasz@greatwhiteprojects.ca

Ph: 250-328-95%2

wwyw greatwhiteprojects.ca

Landscaping, paving stones, retaining walls, wood fences,
cement work, decks ond more.

Lisnabreeny Plumbing Ltd.

Sam Payne

lisnabreenyplumbing@gmail.com

Ph: 250-88%-3508

wwnw Lisnabreenyplumbing.ca

Plumbing repair/service, renovations, gas and cross
connection device install/testing

PAGE




