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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
 

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s, 

 

This week our school gathered for a meaningful Remembrance Day assembly as shared in last 

week’s newsletter. I am incredibly proud of our students’ exemplary display of respect and 

attentiveness throughout the ceremony, even in the midst of some technical difficulties. From the 

moment our military guests arrived to the closing moments of reflection, our students listened with 

care as we honored those who have served. 

 

Thank you to families for guiding conversations at home about memory, sacrifice, and gratitude. A special thanks 

to the teachers and staff for modeling reverence and helping students feel a part of this solemn ceremony. 

 

We look forward to a thoughtful and reflective time next week with our diocesan faith day and professional 

development that will focus on active silence, led by Dr. Erin Barisano, Superintendent of Catholic Schools in 

Orange County Anaheim. This faith day/professional development aims to deepen our shared commitment to 

contemplation, inner peace, and spiritual practices that nurture faith, care and well-being in our school 

community. 

 

Contemplation and inner peace are not steps away from our day-to-day life but a steady, living practice that 

strengthens faith and character. As a school community, we are committed to: 

 

• Providing time for quiet reflection at the start and end of activities. 

• Encouraging students to name and share what helps them feel calm, safe, and connected. 

• Integrating brief mindfulness and prayerful moments appropriate to our shared values. 

• Respecting diverse faith expressions while focusing on universal themes of kindness, peace, and service. 

 

These days will bring together all of our ICS schools’ staff as well as diocesan workers 

throughout the island. It will be a blessed time of sharpening the saw, lifting our spirits 

and forming our hearts to be better teachers, leaders and servants to one another.  

 

Thank you for taking your kids and allowing us this special time together.  

 

With Gratitude,  

Glen Palahicky  
Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary 

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 
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**Mr. P’s Safety Reminder: 

Please wait until you are in the 

drop off lane in front of the 

school to have your children 

leave the vehicle.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/272859616539977
http://www.stjosephschool.ca/


PRO-D DAYS 

Thursday, Nov. 20th 

Friday, Nov. 21
st

 

School and Out of School Care will be closed both these days. 

 
 

 

CALL FOR CARDBOARD  
Lion King Jr Costume Team is looking for large pieces of cardboard/foamboard.  If you 

have any TV boxes or appliance boxes, they would love to take them off your hands! You 

can drop off at the office or to Mrs. Whiteside's room. Thank you in advance!  
 

 

LEFTOVER HALLOWEEN CANDY?  
Grade 7 classes will be completing a service project and are looking for cardboard toilet 

paper rolls and your extra Halloween candy. These will be used to create Christmas 

Crackers for St Vincent de Paul as a festive addition to their Christmas meals. Please 

send these items in with your child and have them dropped off at the office or either of 

the Grade 7 classroom. 
 

Grade 7 classes are also in need of Christmas wrapping paper and curly ribbon for their 

Christmas Crackers outreach program. Donations can be sent to the grade 7 classrooms 

or the office. Thank you so much! 

 

 

DRYING RACK DESIRED 
Ms. Buckie's class is looking for a collapsible drying rack for our wet Muddy Buddies. If 

you have one that is no longer needed in your home please contact Ms. Buckie 

at cbuckie@cisdv.bc.ca. Ms. Buckie and her muddy kiddos thank you very much!!  

 

 

Scholastic Christmas Book Fair Volunteering 

 

Why be a Book Fair volunteer?  

• Because literacy matters.   

When?  

• December 1, 2 & 4 – 2:30-4:00 pm 

• December 3rd – 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Jobs? 

• Helping at the cash desk 

• Crowd control 

Benefits? 

• Meeting other members of our school 

community 

• Earning volunteer hours 

• Supporting the school Library 

• Get your Christmas shopping done early 

Who to contact? 

• Mrs. Hemmings dhemmings@cisdv.bc.ca   

• Please state which day(s) you are available.   

mailto:cbuckie@cisdv.bc.ca
mailto:dhemmings@cisdv.bc.ca


REMEMBRANCE DAY HIGHLIGHTS 
Thank you to all St Joseph's students who together wrote over 300 Postcards of Peace to send to deployed 

Canadian Forces Members that are serving overseas. This community project makes a small impact in the 

lives of these military members who sacrifice for our peace, well done Timberwolves!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 6 French student performing, Je suis un enfant de 

paix Tableaux. 

 

2H made peace crowns with their preschool buddies. 

 

A display of Remembrance day artwork.  

Wreath bearers honouring 

our veterans and fallen. 

Thank you to our guest speaker Capt (N) Kevin Whiteside and the other 

service member who shared their military experiences with classes. 



 

 

Homework Club 
 

Grades 4-7 
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
 

When? Beginning Sept. 16 

After school from 2:40-3:10 
 

Where? In the Learning Support Room,  

In the Primary Wing 
 

Intermediate students can bring work to do and come prepared to work quietly.  Teachers will be there to assist 

as needed.  There is no need to sign up to attend Homework Club!  We hope to see many students in attendance 

this year!  



 

       
 





 
 

 



 



 

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 
 

This is the last weekend to purchase tickets for Carols of Hope – Together We Build. This joyful Christmas 

music festival will be held on Saturday, November 22, 2025, from 1:00–3:30 pm at Coastline Church (845 

Caledonia Ave, Victoria). This event supports the construction of the new Our Lady of the Rosary Church in 

Langford and will feature an afternoon of uplifting music and community celebration. For details and 

tickets, visit https://www.carolsofhope.com/  

 

Registration is now open for the annual Diocese of Victoria Camp Homewood Retreat, taking place from 

January 30 to February 1, 2026, at Camp Homewood on Quadra Island. Youth in grades 7–12 are invited 

to register for this weekend retreat. This year's theme is "Blessed Are You." The cost is $195 per 

participant, which includes all food, accommodation, and activities. Please register at: https://camp-

homewood-2025.eventbrite.ca. For more information, please contact: stpatrickhw@gmail.com   

 

The Diocese of Victoria Health Care Committee has released two resources for families before and after a 

loved one dies and enters eternal life. A limited number of copies will soon be available at your parish 

offices upon request. Digital and downloadable copies of the A Catholic Perspective: What Family Members 

Need to Know Before and After a Loved One Enters Eternal Life resources are available on the Diocesan 

website here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/care-of-the-dying  

 

St. Andrew’s Regional High School Music Department is hosting “Coffee House,” a live performance 

featuring the St. Andrew’s Singers, concert and jazz bands, and many talented solo artists. The event will 

take place on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 7:00 pm at St. Andrew’s Regional High School (880 

McKenzie Ave, Victoria). Tickets are $10 at the door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 
SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com

  

https://www.carolsofhope.com/
https://camp-homewood-2025.eventbrite.ca/
https://camp-homewood-2025.eventbrite.ca/
mailto:stpatrickhw@gmail.com
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/care-of-the-dying
mailto:SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com


 

  



 

 





  

 



3 Books = 1 Gift 
Help with a literacy gift for others  

 

 
 
This is the beginning month of the three book challenge.  As we head into the holiday season, many families 

appreciate a bit of help with gifts.  Every month 1000X5 pops 3000 books in 1000 gift bag:  three books for 

each receiving child.   

 

If each child in St. Joseph’s Elementary School brought in 3 gently used books for babies and preschoolers, we 

would collect 1137 books, enough for gift bags of books to 379 children. Let’s make it happen.   

 

Drop books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin in front of the library. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  





 



 

  



 

  



 


	3 Books = 1 Gift
	Help with a literacy gift for others

