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St.J osepl_l S Caﬂ_lohp School December 5, 2025
757 West Burnside Rd. - Victoria, BC V8Z 1M9

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the
land continues today.

Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907
Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca
www.stjosephschool.ca

Out of School Care, Daycare & Preschool
Phone: (250) 479-1237
Email: sjivelc@cisdv.bc.ca

https://www.facebook.com/groups/272859616539977 (SJV Parent Support Group Page)

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE:

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s,

“Waiting Patiently in Expectation is the Foundation of the Spiritual Life” Simone Well

This week, a wonderful simple experience from some of our wide-eyed, curious students reminded me of the beauty and
grace found in patient waiting. While outside, I was mvited by eager students to witness a tiny, delicate snail that was hiding
n its fragile protective shell. We all waited, quietly and attentively, for the snail to emerge—slowly, hesitantly at first, then with
growing, steadfast confidence she revealed herself. One student jubilantly said, “Awesome!”. In that gentle, almost sacred
moment, I saw a luminous reflection of Advent: a season of hopeful waiting not as passive idleness, but as an active, loving
exercise In generous anticipation.

As we prepare for Christmas, let us embrace this practice of patient, prayerful anticipation. Waiting becomes a hopeful,
transformative action when it is rooted in deep love for God and for one another. May our times of waiting in classrooms,
bustling hallways, and our busy family life be filled with tenderness, vigilance, compassion, and steadfast hope as we

anticipate the radiant coming of God into our lives.

‘Wishing you an advent season rich with calm, purposeful patience, deliberate preparation, and the joyful, surprising grace
unfolding in every small, sacred moment.

Reminders:
e Movie Night, (The Star) in the gym tonight starting at 6:00 pm - see PSG advertisement

e  Christmas Concert tickets (next Thursday) are going fast, please register and get yours; lots of room at the matinee
for extended family - please email the office for extra tickets

e Please check your child’s clothing in the morning; many are not in proper uniform
e  Remind your child to be looking for their ride at the end of the day

e  Remember that the parking lot entrance forks into two lanes once you’ve passed the last cone. Folks are backed
onto Burnside because we are not filling in this second lane

e Advent Peaceful Pause: You are invited to come for a quiet, simple 15 minute Advent Prayer time in the Library at
3:15 today, next Friday and the last Wednesday before break.

With Gratitude,

o Pobhichy

Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary


https://www.facebook.com/groups/272859616539977
http://www.stjosephschool.ca/

ST.JOSEPH’S CHRISTMAS CONCERTS
Dude, You Hear What I Hear? A Musical About the Good News of Great Joy

m Tickets are available on School Cash Online - please note only 2 tickets per family for
the evening show. Please see the attached instruction for how to register your account.

Extra tickets are now available for the Matinee, please email sjv@cisdv.bc.ca

i)

SCHOOL SHOW (Dress Rehearsal)
Wednesday, December 10" at 9am
Friends and family are welcome to attend - no tickets needed but please note that seating is limited.

MATINEE PERFORMANCE - TICKETS REQUIRED
Thursday Dec. 11"
1pm - Doors open at 12:45pm

EVENING PERFORMANCE - TICKETS REQUIRED
Thursday Dec. 11*
Children dropped off at 6pm

e K’ - classroom doors

e Gr. 1 - classroom courtyard doors

e Gr. 2 & 3 - regular recess entrance doors

e Gr. 4-7 - front doors
Doors open at 6:10pm (concert attendees please enter through front doors)
Concert starts at 6:30pm

*We will be collecting non-perishable food items for those in need.

PAJAMA DAY!
. P % Friday, Dec. 12"
ol It's Mrs. Sullivan’s favourite day! Come dressed in your pajamas, onesies, slippers and

coziest, comfiest clothes. Stuffies are also invited.

GRADE ONE PARENTS

Parent Reading Workshop by One To One

Please check your classroom email or your child's agenda for the flyer with registration
details. Thank you for the PSG for sponsoring this very important workshop!

HOMEWORK CLUB

Next week will be the last week for Homework Club for 2025.

Thank you to the many students who attend this after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and a big thank you to the teachers who give of their time to be able to offer this.

~~ *  CULTURAL COOKBOOK
Thank you to the families who sent in delicious recipes for our digital cultural cookbook. We

!
) \ii{@l@ . are going to pick up this project in the new year so please stay tuned and continue sending

your recipes to Mrs. Amos at eamos@cisdv.bc.ca

CHRISTMAS CRACKER COMMUNITY OUTREACH



Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Christmas cracker drive. With your generosity the
Grade 7 classes were able to make over 500 crackers to share with folks at St. Vincent de Paul.

ST JOSEPH’S CHOIR SHARLES THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON
Well done to our choir for using their beautiful voices to spread the Christmas spirit at the Legislative
building today. Thank you to Ms. Miranda, Mr. Qu and our parent volunteers for their hard work in making

this special event happen.




GIRLS BASKETBALL

The girls had a Great but far too short of a
season! They grew exponentially in skill in such a
short period of time and most importantly showed
incredible work ethic and sportsmanship! Nicola
and | are so proud of the girls and can't wait for
next season to start!

SWIM TEAM

Our Swim Team is having so much fun!

They are getting ready for their big Swim Meet in
2026. We have 35 swimmers on our team this year.

Both Grade two
classes hit the ice on
a skating field trip at

Pearkes Arenas on
Tuesday.




Dear Parents and Guardians,

The Chrisimas season is here, and with it comes a wonderful opportunity to share wammth, kindness,
and hope with members of our greater community. This vear, our school is excited to supporta
Christmas Drive for adults in need in the Victoria community. Each class from Kindergarten to Grade
Seven will be collecting different items. Together, we can create thoughtful gifts that will brighten
everyone's Christmas season. Please ensure all items are new, and adult sized.

Below is the item assigned to each grade:

% Kindergarten: Activity Books (Suduko, crosswords, word search, pencils, pens)
iﬂk\ Grade 1: Hot chocolate, sweet treats. mugs.

"l&m Grade 3: Soap, toilefries, body wash (please no aftershave)

% Grade 4: Toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss

c&: Grade 5 & Grade 6: Socks, handwarmer packets

‘“, Grade T: Soap, toiletries, body wash (please no aftershave)

“*If you would prefer to give gift cards in §5 and $10 denominations for Tim Hortons, McDonalds etc., this
wiould be greatly appreciated.

We welcome donations starting immediately and will continue collecting until Tuesday, December
16th. Please bring donations to your classroom teacher. There will be a collection box in each
classroom.

Thank you for helping our school community share the joy of the season and be of service fo the larger
community. Your generosity and spirit truly embody the meaning of Chrisimas. May we be blessed in
seeing Jesus hidden in the lives of the poor.

Warmest wizhes,

Marylee McKeown, Brianna Wark, and Jean Hollingworth

3t Joseph's School



Christmas

Movle Night

Free Event
Fri Dec 5

Doors 5:30 - Movie 6:00




Here’s the direct link - happy bidding! www.32auctions.com/grade7grad
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THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL DONORS!


http://www.32auctions.com/grade7grad

" MONTHLY
®
e ©°
;. Bake Sale
®
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‘.‘ ®e First Friday of each month
. B with items sold for $1 or $2.

Classroom teachers will be
sent info prior ’rogfour class’
scheduled sale day.

Grade 7 - Oct 3rd
Grade 6 - Nov 7th
Grade § - Dec 5th
Grade 4 = Jan 9th
Grade 3 - Feb 6th
Grade 2 - Mar 6th
Grade 1 = Apr 10th
Kindergarten - May 1st

A fundraiser for kids ‘ ‘ ‘ '
enrichment



NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY

All are invited to attend a special celebration in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Sunday, December 7,
2025. Bishop Gary Gordon will celebrate Mass alongside Fr. Eduardo de Silva at 12:30 pm at Our Lady of
Fatima (4635 Elk Lake Drive, Victoria). Community festivities will follow the Mass.

All are invited to join “A Gift of Silent Reflection,” an online Diocesan Year-End Examen on Saturday,
December 13, from 10:30-11:30 am. This 500-year-old Ignatian prayer helps us grow in gratitude and
awareness of God’s presence in our daily lives. The reflection will be led by Joelle Dressler and Mary
Kearsey. Find more information about how to join here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-
end-examen

On Sunday, December 28, the Diocese of Victoria will join the worldwide Church in celebrating the Rite of
Closing of the Jubilee Year. The Rite of Closing will happen at the 11 am Mass at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in
Victoria, with Bishop Gary Gordon presiding. All are invited to participate in person or via the livestream

at: https://www.youtube.com/watchPv=8BBaull-9vo

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops presents Journey through Advent with the Most Rev. Wayne
Lobsinger, Auxilliary Bishop of Hamilton. Follow each week'’s reflection on the Scriptures for the Sundays of
Advent 2025: https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-
advent/

Providence Living at The Views is seeking a part-time Spiritual Care Coordinator for 30 hours bi-weekly. The
Spiritual Health Coordinator leads and develops spiritual care and mission effectiveness programs, and
also works closely with managers and caregivers in the support and counselling of residents, their loved
ones, and staff members. Find the job posting here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/employment

The National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples, an initiative of the Canadian Catholic
Indigenous Council (CCIC), is observed each year on December 12, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
This year’s prayer, along with a series of reflection questions prepared by the CCIC, can be found

here: https://www.cccb.ca/document/2025-national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples/

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULLE:
Saturday: 6:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream)

, Sunday: 10:00am
ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH Sunday: 6:00pm

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULLE: ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH

Monday: 6:30am

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm YOUTH GROUP

‘Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to
Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am join us on Saturday evenings following! For more
Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am information, please contact:

SJITWY outhGroup@gmail.com


https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-end-examen
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-end-examen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BBauIl-9vo
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/employment
https://www.cccb.ca/document/2025-national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples/
mailto:SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com

FESTIVAL IN HONOR OF
OUR

LADY OF
GUADALUPE

We invite you to join us for a
special celebration in honor
of the Virgin of Guadalupe!
It will be a time of unity,
prayer, and joy in our
community.

Sunday, December
7t 2025
Mass at12:30pm
Festivities after
mass

. OUR LADYOF

FATIMA PARISH FOR INFORMATION:

4T 4635 ELK LAKEDR Email: pattycu@yahoo.com

Phone: 250-661-4545




WA R o~
( .1 Celebration in honor of

._ Our Lady of Guadalupe
?"3 * Sunday, December 7,2025
& at Our Lady of Fatima Parish
')L:“. 4635 Elk Lake Dr.
L\ 12:30 pm
Mass, Procession and Festival
'/';" Food — Music - Pinatas

Asado

de Pucreo

$15

Kids Meal
Combo

Cochinit $8
- Pibil
$15

Chicken
with mole
$15

We accept cash & e-Transfers

We need volunteers and donations - e-transfers to ‘
Patty Cu 250-661-4545 - Pattycu@yahoo.com 6»2 -




ADVENT EVENING FOR
LEARNING TO
FEEL WITH FAITH

6- 6:30 PM

Mass with Fr. Alfie to
FRIDAY, celebrate the feast of
4/ DECEMBER 12, 2025 Our Lady of Guadalupe.
— 6:30-7:30 PM
6 PM TO 8:30 Workshop: “Learning to
Feel with Faith"
ST.JOSEPH THE Discover faith-centered and
WORKER PARISH neuroscience-based tools to
transform:
703 Burnside Road West, Worry — Peace
Victoria, BC V&Z 19 # Sadness = Connection

o Anger —* Hope
Frustration — Gratitude

You'll learn how emotions wark,
why God gave them to us, and
simple strategies to handle them
with grace rather than guilt

(REGISTER NOW [ \J

WWW.MAYRACORDERO.COM/ADVENT

Speaker. Mayra Cordero,

) Certified Catholic Hind_set &
Do you understand your emotions... Ef"ﬁ“?"ﬂm“ﬂ*“- Helping
atholic women bring peace into
or do they overwhelm you? their minds, homes, and hearts,
As women, we feel deeply. Sometimes we
feel misunderstood, tired, frustrated, or Celebration of the Heart

guilty for *feeling too much. A joyful time of sisterhood and

] -

- : delight!

But what if your emotions are & Y

Bring your favorite snack (sweel
not th? L L or salty} and enjoy friendship.
What if they are invitations laughter, and community.

from God to grow in virtue?




All are welcome!

Year End Examen

Saturdayv, Dec. 13
10:30 - 11:30 am
Online Gathering

Guided Reflection & Praver with
Joelle Dressler
Director of Faith Formation and
Evangelization
and
Mary Kearsey
Teacher and 1CS TIFaith Rep
St. Andrew’s Regional High School

['ind meeting link & more info here:
www.rcdvictoria.org/events/
december-13-vear-end-examen

fﬁﬁ”m ROMAAN CATHOLIC

’&*l I JIOCESE OF VICTORIA



3 Books = 1 Gift
The Challenge Continued

Every week 1000X5 Children’s Book Recycling Project donates 800 of your books

Join the hundreds of families who have taken the three book challenge. As we head into the holiday
season, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts. And what can be a better gift than a bag of 3 books for
babies and toddlers? Every month 1000X5 pops 2400 books in 800 gift bags. In the last three weeks, hundreds
of books have arrived for the weekly Wednesday sorting by 10 dedicated volunteers.

Drop your books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin in the

Find hope and healing at Rachel’s Vineyard:
A safe, confidential retreat for women &
men seeking peace after abortion.

Find out more:
www.rachelsvineyardvanisland.org
rachelsvineyardvancouverisland@gmail.com




Parent Business Directory

Support local parent owned businesses!
The Parents Support Group is actively seeking a broad range of business that would like to make themselves
known throughout our school community...
and beyond. Join the Parents Business Directory!

Arborist? Bookkeeper? Construction Operator? Developer of Cabinets? E-Commerce Owner? Financial
Planner? Glass Repair Proprietor? Home Cleaning Services? Investment Advisor? Journeyman of Car Repair?
K9 Handler? Lawyer? Medical Practitioner? Nail Salon? Own a store or Restaurant? Plumber? Quantity
Analyst? Roofer? Seller of Homes? Teacher of ? Upholstery Cleaner? Veterinarian? Warehouse Owner?
Technicians of any type of repair? Zoning and Bylaw specialist?

As easy as 123 and ABC...
To sign up, click this link... it’s that easy!

Click: https://forms.gle/LVeBU4UznZnFWS7U8

Etransfer your payment to: sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca

Renewal subscription payments are being taken from
21 November to 13 December.
Cost: $200 for the January to December 2026 subscription to the Business Directory, which is circulated
weekly in the school newsletter.
Email llcsilverio@gmail.com with questions.


https://forms.gle/LVeBU4UznZnFWS7U8
mailto:llcsilverio@gmail.com

PARENT COMMUNITY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

*Please note that any manner of association, inclusion, and participation of any Businesses within this Directory, is
not an indication of endorsement by St. Joseph's Elementary School or Church Parish or any of its affiliates.

DIRECTORY:

Activity & Arts
« Ponies and Paint

Einancial & Legal Services
« Homeroom Bookkeeping & Income Tax

Food & Beverage

» Kung Pao Wok
» The New Mexican Village

Support Local Parent Owned Businesses! Health & Wellness
* Chatterton Way Dental

2 ; k . « Eye Etiquette Optical Boutique
Our Business Directory is a service

provided by the Parents Support Photography Services

Group to help fundraise for our »/Andrea Coliins Photography
school children and also support our Real Estate Services

local parent businesses! + Kamaretsos Real Estate Team

Technology Services
« Qmulus

Trades & Construction
« Lisnabreeny Plumbing Ltd.

CONTACT SJV-PSG@CISDV.BC.CA
WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT SUBSCRIPTIONS




PARENT COMMUNITY ‘E‘fﬂ%

BUSINESS DIRECTORY ¢

Activity & Arts

Ponies and Paint

Kaitlyn Hendry

Ph: 250-588-4121

poniesandpaintnights.com

Ponies and Paint Mights strives to provide a unigue
experience by blending art, horses, and nature in to an all-in-
one experience! We do: point nights, birthday parties, private
events, wellness programs, & more! All ages welcome!

Financial & Legal Services

Homeroom Boolkeeping & Income Tax

Tevya lensen

info@homersombookkeeping.com .

Ph: 604-739-9536 “

www. homergombookkeeping.com small business solutions inc.

We provide bookkeeping for all types of small businesses,
payroll, GST/P5T filings and Personal income tax returns.

Food & Beverage

Kung Pao Wok

Ankie Leung
kungpaowok_victoria@yahoo.ca

Ph: 778-433-8804

Chinese Food (Hillside Shapping Center)

The New Mexican Village

Cesar |barra
newmexicanvillage@gmail.com
Ph: 250-590-2555
mexicanvillage.ca
Restaurant: Mexican Canadian Food




PARENT COMMUNITY

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Health & Wellness

Chatterton Way Dental
Or. Matthew Foulkes
info@chattertonwaydental.ca

Ph: 250-598-5441

chattertonwaydental.ca

At Chatterton Way Dental, your oral health is our priority. Our
dedicated team makes every visit comfortable and stress-free.
Experience dental care that keeps you smiling with confidence.

Eye Etiquette Optical Boutique
Carolin Roussel

carolin etiquette@shaw.ca
Ph: 250-474-1941 and 778-432-3344

I " I I- 2l [ ]
Eve Etiquette offers a range of glasses that are sophisticated, Iﬂ eve eTl q u eﬁe

fun, minimal to eyve-catching. Our customer service award- DPTICAL BOUTIQUE
winning optical team of licensed opticians, optometrists, and

optical assistants are here to help. Providing eyewear,

contact lenses, safety glasses and full eye health

examinations for all ages.

Photography Services

. i
Andrea Collins Photography p— C
AndreaWalker Collins '
info@andreacollinsphotography.com T L
Ph: 778-966-4623 ] ! ;‘A‘L 1\ ])H It A _
wownw. andreacollinsphotography.com o - +
Family, Wedding, Event and professional portrait (, OL L I an
phatography services.

ety
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PARENT COMMUNITY ‘E‘fﬂ%

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Real Estate Services

Kamaretsos Real Estate Team | Pemberton Holmes
Michelle & Lee Kamaretsos ﬁ

michelle@myvictoriarealty.com
Ph: 250-685-75%0

www.myvictoriarealty.com/st-joes-parents.html

Real Estate Specialist specializing in residential, investment,

and commercial properties in the Greater Victoria areas. See ka m a rEtS D S
our dedicated link for 5t. Joes Parents! e

Technology Services

Qmulus
Benoni Cabrera

&
sales@qgmulussolutions.com ® Q
Ph: 250-999-5075 \‘ MULUS
amulussolutions.com
Virtual staffing, local recruitment, and technology services.

Trades & Construction

Lisnabreeny Plumbing Ltd.

Sam Payne

lisnabreenyplumbing@gmail.com

Ph: 250-889-3508
www.Lisnabreenyplumbing.ca

Plumbing repair/service, renovations, gas and cross
connection device install/testing
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