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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
 

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s, 

 

“Waiting Patiently in Expectation is the Foundation of the Spiritual Life”  Simone Weil 

 

This week, a wonderful simple experience from some of our wide-eyed, curious students reminded me of the beauty and 

grace found in patient waiting. While outside, I was invited by eager students to witness a tiny, delicate snail that was hiding 

in its fragile protective shell. We all waited, quietly and attentively, for the snail to emerge—slowly, hesitantly at first, then with 

growing, steadfast confidence she revealed herself. One student jubilantly said, “Awesome!”.  In that gentle, almost sacred 

moment, I saw a luminous reflection of Advent: a season of hopeful waiting not as passive idleness, but as an active, loving 

exercise in generous anticipation. 

 

As we prepare for Christmas, let us embrace this practice of patient, prayerful anticipation. Waiting becomes a hopeful, 

transformative action when it is rooted in deep love for God and for one another. May our times of waiting in classrooms, 

bustling hallways, and our busy family life be filled with tenderness, vigilance, compassion, and steadfast hope as we 

anticipate the radiant coming of God into our lives. 

 

Wishing you an advent season rich with calm, purposeful patience, deliberate preparation, and the joyful, surprising grace 

unfolding in every small, sacred moment.  

 

Reminders: 

• Movie Night, (The Star) in the gym tonight starting at 6:00 pm - see PSG advertisement 

 

• Christmas Concert tickets (next Thursday) are going fast, please register and get yours; lots of room at the matinee 

for extended family - please email the office for extra tickets 

 

• Please check your child’s clothing in the morning; many are not in proper uniform 

 

• Remind your child to be looking for their ride at the end of the day  

 

• Remember that the parking lot entrance forks into two lanes once you’ve passed the last cone. Folks are backed 

onto Burnside because we are not filling in this second lane 

 

• Advent Peaceful Pause: You are invited to come for a quiet, simple 15 minute Advent Prayer time in the Library at 

3:15 today, next Friday and the last Wednesday before break. 

 

With Gratitude,  

Glen Palahicky  
Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary 

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 

Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca 

www.stjosephschool.ca  
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ST. JOSEPH’S CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Dude, You Hear What I Hear? A Musical About the Good News of Great Joy  

Tickets are available on School Cash Online – please note only 2 tickets per family for 

the evening show. Please see the attached instruction for how to register your account.  

Extra tickets are now available for the Matinee, please email sjv@cisdv.bc.ca 

 

SCHOOL SHOW (Dress Rehearsal) 

Wednesday, December 10
th

 at 9am  

Friends and family are welcome to attend – no tickets needed but please note that seating is limited. 
 

MATINEE PERFORMANCE – TICKETS REQUIRED 
Thursday Dec. 11

th

  

1pm - Doors open at 12:45pm 

 

EVENING PERFORMANCE – TICKETS REQUIRED 
Thursday Dec. 11

th

  

Children dropped off at 6pm  

• K’s – classroom doors 

• Gr. 1 – classroom courtyard doors 

• Gr. 2 & 3 – regular recess entrance doors 

• Gr. 4-7 – front doors  

Doors open at 6:10pm (concert attendees please enter through front doors) 

Concert starts at 6:30pm 

 

*We will be collecting non-perishable food items for those in need. 
 

 

PAJAMA DAY! 
Friday, Dec. 12

th 

It’s Mrs. Sullivan’s favourite day! Come dressed in your pajamas, onesies, slippers and 

coziest, comfiest clothes. Stuffies are also invited. 
 

 

GRADE ONE PARENTS 
Parent Reading Workshop by One To One 

Please check your classroom email or your child's agenda for the flyer with registration 

details. Thank you for the PSG for sponsoring this very important workshop! 

 

 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Next week will be the last week for Homework Club for 2025. 

Thank you to the many students who attend this after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

and a big thank you to the teachers who give of their time to be able to offer this. 

 

 

CULTURAL COOKBOOK 
Thank you to the families who sent in delicious recipes for our digital cultural cookbook. We 

are going to pick up this project in the new year so please stay tuned and continue sending 

your recipes to Mrs. Amos at eamos@cisdv.bc.ca 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER COMMUNITY OUTREACH  



Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s Christmas cracker drive. With your generosity the 

Grade 7 classes were able to make over 500 crackers to share with folks at St. Vincent de Paul.  

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHOIR SHARES THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 
Well done to our choir for using their beautiful voices to spread the Christmas spirit at the Legislative 

building today. Thank you to Ms. Miranda, Mr. Qu and our parent volunteers for their hard work in making 

this special event happen.   



 

 

SWIM TEAM  

Our Swim Team is having so much fun!   

They are getting ready for their big Swim Meet in 

2026. We have 35 swimmers on our team this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
The girls had a Great but far too short of a 

season! They grew exponentially in skill in such a 

short period of time and most importantly showed 

incredible work ethic and sportsmanship! Nicola 

and I are so proud of the girls and can't wait for 

next season to start!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Both Grade two 

classes hit the ice on 

a skating field trip at 

Pearkes Arenas on 

Tuesday. 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here’s the direct link - happy bidding! www.32auctions.com/grade7grad 

 

  

http://www.32auctions.com/grade7grad


  



 

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 
 

All are invited to attend a special celebration in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Sunday, December 7, 

2025. Bishop Gary Gordon will celebrate Mass alongside Fr. Eduardo de Silva at 12:30 pm at Our Lady of 

Fatima (4635 Elk Lake Drive, Victoria). Community festivities will follow the Mass. 

 

All are invited to join “A Gift of Silent Reflection,” an online Diocesan Year-End Examen on Saturday, 

December 13, from 10:30–11:30 am. This 500-year-old Ignatian prayer helps us grow in gratitude and 

awareness of God’s presence in our daily lives. The reflection will be led by Joelle Dressler and Mary 

Kearsey. Find more information about how to join here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-

end-examen  

 

On Sunday, December 28, the Diocese of Victoria will join the worldwide Church in celebrating the Rite of 

Closing of the Jubilee Year. The Rite of Closing will happen at the 11 am Mass at St. Andrew’s Cathedral in 

Victoria, with Bishop Gary Gordon presiding. All are invited to participate in person or via the livestream 

at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BBauIl-9vo  

 

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops presents Journey through Advent with the Most Rev. Wayne 

Lobsinger, Auxilliary Bishop of Hamilton. Follow each week’s reflection on the Scriptures for the Sundays of 

Advent 2025: https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-

advent/  

 

Providence Living at The Views is seeking a part-time Spiritual Care Coordinator for 30 hours bi-weekly. The 

Spiritual Health Coordinator leads and develops spiritual care and mission effectiveness programs, and 

also works closely with managers and caregivers in the support and counselling of residents, their loved 

ones, and staff members. Find the job posting here: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/employment  

 

The National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples, an initiative of the Canadian Catholic 

Indigenous Council (CCIC), is observed each year on December 12, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

This year’s prayer, along with a series of reflection questions prepared by the CCIC, can be found 

here: https://www.cccb.ca/document/2025-national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples/  

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 
SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com

https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-end-examen
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/events/december-13-year-end-examen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BBauIl-9vo
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/journey-through-advent/
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/employment
https://www.cccb.ca/document/2025-national-day-of-prayer-in-solidarity-with-indigenous-peoples/
mailto:SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com


 



 

 

 



 
 

 



  



 

3 Books = 1 Gift 
The Challenge Continued  

 

 
Every week 1000X5 Children’s Book Recycling Project donates 800 of your books  

 

 

Join the hundreds of families who have taken the three book challenge.  As we head into the holiday 

season, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts.  And what can be a better gift than a bag of 3 books for 

babies and toddlers?  Every month 1000X5 pops 2400 books in 800 gift bags.  In the last three weeks, hundreds 

of books have arrived for the weekly Wednesday sorting by 10 dedicated volunteers.  

 

Drop your books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin in the _______________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Parent Business Directory 

 

Support local parent owned businesses!  
The Parents Support Group is actively seeking a broad range of business that would like to make themselves 

known throughout our school community...  

and beyond.  Join the Parents Business Directory! 

 
 

Arborist?  Bookkeeper? Construction Operator? Developer of Cabinets?  E-Commerce Owner? Financial 

Planner? Glass Repair Proprietor? Home Cleaning Services? Investment Advisor? Journeyman of Car Repair? 

K9 Handler? Lawyer? Medical Practitioner? Nail Salon? Own a store or Restaurant? Plumber? Quantity 

Analyst? Roofer? Seller of Homes? Teacher of ______? Upholstery Cleaner? Veterinarian? Warehouse Owner? 

Technicians of any type of repair? Zoning and Bylaw specialist? 

As easy as 123 and ABC…  
To sign up, click this link… it’s that easy!  

Click: https://forms.gle/LVeBU4UznZnFWS7U8 

Etransfer your payment to: sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca 

 

Renewal subscription payments are being taken from  

21 November to 13 December.   

Cost: $200 for the January to December 2026 subscription to the Business Directory, which is circulated 

weekly in the school newsletter.  

Email llcsilverio@gmail.com with questions. 

https://forms.gle/LVeBU4UznZnFWS7U8
mailto:llcsilverio@gmail.com
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