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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
 

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s,  

 

Today we ended our last day before Christmas break in celebration as we sang joyful carols 

and were entertained by our wonderful Irish Dancers. A big shout out to Mrs. Higgins for the great work 

she is doing with our kids.  

 

As we approach the Christmas season, we pause to give thanks for the 

blessing of our school community; for each of you. All the staff are amazed 

and grateful for the incredible generosity you are sharing with gifts, prayers of 

support and spreading Christmas cheer.  Last Friday our staff gathered for 

our Christmas Party in our library and we were so touched by the gracious 

generosity of the Singh Family, owners of Uptown Bistro, who donated a 

spread of food and drink fit for a grand, royal wedding. We all feasted, 

carried food home to our families and shared a merry time amazed at the 

abundance! We are so grateful for each child entrusted to our care and for 

your trust in our teachers, staff, and the Gospel-centered formation we 

share.  

 

 

May this holy season bring your home the peace and light of Christ, with moments of laughter, hope, and 

wonder. As we celebrate Christmas, may you feel the joy of the Nativity, the warmth of family, and the 

blessing of a school community that aims to reflect Christ’s love.  

 

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas season and a hopeful New Year. 
 

 

 

With Gratitude,  

Glen Palahicky  
Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary 

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 

Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca 
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SCHOOL RE-OPENS  
Tuesday, January 6th 

We wish everyone a beautiful Advent and Christmas season! 
 

 

 

SUPER DAY FRIDAY 
Friday January 23rd, 2026 

Please sign up via School Cash online.  

Once we have received payment, we will send out a registration form for you to sign. 

Preference goes out to children in BSC and ASC- Maximum 20 students. We will open this 

Superday up to other students if we are not full. 
 

 

 

GRADE ONE PARENTS 
Parent Reading Workshop by One To One 

Please check your classroom email or your child's agenda for the flyer with registration 

details. Thank you for the PSG for sponsoring this very important workshop! 

 
 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHRISTMAS TREE CHIPPING AND BOTTLE DRIVE 

The Knights will be holding their tree chipping by donation event on successive 

Saturdays, Jan 3
rd

 and 10
th

 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm in the church parking lot. 

Bartlett Tree Services will be donating their equipment and labour. At the same time, the 

Knights and the Grade 7 class of St Joseph’s School will be accepting and sorting any 

refundable bottles, cans, drink boxes and clean milk containers. Please start saving your 

refundables now for this event. If you need a pick-up of your bottles and cans please contact 

the Knights and leave your name, address and contact information at 

kofc13356@gmail.com or send a text message to 778-678-2823. 

 

 

 

GRADE 7 - BASKETBALL SKILLS CAMP 
Join us on Friday, December 19 for an afternoon of Basketball Skills and Mini Games, with our very own 

Senior Boys & Girls Basketball Teams. 
Friday, December 19th, 2025 

St. Andrew's Regional High School, Gym 

12:30-3:30pm 

$50   

Registration:  https://forms.gle/rTUdQiSoRMwn6mde9 

Drop-off/pick-up will be located in our school gym, on the east end of the building, accessible via McKenzie 

Ave. Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately in athletic gear with proper 

running/basketball shoes, a full water bottle, and lunch/snacks. 

Thank you for supporting our Sabres Athletics.  

 

  

https://forms.gle/rTUdQiSoRMwn6mde9


CHRISTMAS FUN THIS WEEK! 
Grade 5V and their Kindergarten buddies had a fantastic time exploring STEM together using the Edison 

robots. With lots of teamwork, creativity, and curiosity, the older students guided their buddies as they 

learned how to program and problem solve. 

 

  

Grade 1C and their Grade 6 buddies had a wonderful 

afternoon making gingerbread cookies and playing 

gingerbread games 

Staff prevails on staff vs 7’s 

Basketball game 

GO TIMBERWOLVES! 



 

 

 
DANCE CLASSES NEWS! 

 
Dear Parents of Irish and Jazz Dancers, 
 
This just a reminder that there will be NO DANCE CLASSES from 
January 6th through the 9th as I will be away.  Classes will resume 
on January 13th, 2026. 
 
Thank you for you dedication to our dance program and for making 
the effort to bring your children to classes so early in the morning. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Love, 
 
Mrs. G. Higgins 
 



  



 

TIMBERWOLF TOQUES! 
Click here to purchase and pick up in the school office: 
https://cisdv.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1016/556/False/True 

 

Or scan the QR code! 

https://cisdv.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1016/556/False/True


 





 
 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 
 

Bishop Gary Gordon has written a message to the people of the Diocese of Victoria on the occasion of 

Christmas 2025. The message may be read online at: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/news/bishop-gary-gordons-

message-for-christmas-2025 

 

On Sunday, December 28, the Diocese of Victoria will join the worldwide Church in celebrating the Rite of 

Closing of the Jubilee Year. The Rite of Closing will happen at the 11:00 am Mass at St. Andrew’s 

Cathedral in Victoria, with Bishop Gary Gordon presiding. All are invited to participate in person or via the 

livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BBauIl-9vo  

 

We’re getting close to our goal for the 2025 Bishop’s Appeal: Love & Unity campaign—thank you to 

everyone who has generously donated so far! If you’ve been waiting to give, now is a wonderful time to 

participate. To receive a 2025 tax receipt, donations must be received by the Diocese before December 

31, 2025. To learn more or give online, please visit: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/bishops-appeal  

 

The recap blog of the 2025 Diocesan Faith Day, held on November 22, 2025, is now available on the 

Diocesan website. A handout from speaker Dr. Erin Barisano on “The Active Silence” can also be found at 

the bottom of the recap page: https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/faith-days-recap-finding-renewal-

through-the-active-silence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 
SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com
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3 Books = 1 Gift 
The Challenge Continued  

 

 
Every week 1000X5 Children’s Book Recycling Project donates 800 of your books  

 

 

Join the hundreds of families who have taken the three book challenge.  As we head into the holiday 

season, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts.  And what can be a better gift than a bag of 3 books for 

babies and toddlers?  Every month 1000X5 pops 2400 books in 800 gift bags.  In the last three weeks, hundreds 

of books have arrived for the weekly Wednesday sorting by 10 dedicated volunteers.  

 

Drop your books for babies and preschoolers off in the pink bin in the _______________ 
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