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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT: 
January 12, 2026 

  

Dear Friends, 

 

Over a year ago, we embarked on a journey together to review and revise the Strategic Plan for Island Catholic Schools. A 

part of this process involved a Diocesan Priority Setting process that was then followed up by a consultative survey sent out 

to all persons across Vancouver Island who had some stake in Catholic education. Some of you were confused by this 

consultation because you did not have a school in your parish community. Indeed, we are limited to only three areas at this 

time (Victoria, Duncan, and Port Alberni), however many of you are contributing to our work through the contributions you 

and your parish make through the annual appeal and the annual levy that is collected by the Diocese. I am grateful for these 

contributions and this way of contributing makes our system unique across Catholic schools in British Columbia. 

 

It was my intention then, and continues to be now, that we have as wide a range of input as is possible and there not be limits 

set on who shares their voice with us when it comes to the future of Catholic education in the Diocese of Victoria. And so, 

taking your input, a group of representatives, including parishioners, clergy, teachers, support staff, students, administrators, 

and Board Members, gathered over two intense days to craft the 2025–30 ICS Strategic Plan. 

 

Prior to sharing it with you today, I have had multiple in-person meetings with Local School Councils, School Staff, 

Administrators, and the Priests’ Council, to share the document, facilitate discussion, and provide an opportunity for 

feedback. Having completed this step, I am now opening it up to all stakeholders for your review and to gather your 

feedback. The Strategic Plan is attached to this email. 

 

I have been gathering feedback via a digital tool called Thought Exchange. The link has been included in this email, and you 

are encouraged to provide any thoughts or questions you may have via this link. However, providing a thought is only one 

part of the process. The other part is to rate the thoughts of others. These are called “engagements” by Thought Exchange. 

By engaging with other thoughts, you help make priorities “rise to the top.” This is helpful when we are setting future goals 

and reassessing the current ones. It is what makes Thought Exchange such a valuable tool. 

 

At every meeting I have had this past school year, I have shared this Thought Exchange and the number of thoughts, and 

the number of engagements has steadily been rising. I sincerely hope you will contribute your voice to this process. Please 

click here to get started. 

 

Together in Christ, 

 

 

Paul Rossetti 

Superintendent  

Island Catholic Schools 

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
Phone: (250) 479-1232 - Fax: (250) 479-1907 

Email: sjv@cisdv.bc.ca 

www.stjosephschool.ca  

 

Out of School Care, Daycare & Preschool 

 Phone: (250) 479-1237 

 Email: sjvelc@cisdv.bc.ca 
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HOT LUNCH 
Hot lunch ordering for the rest of the school year is now open! 
https://stjosephs.hotlunches.net/admin/ 

Please note that all orders must be submitted by Monday, Jan. 26th. 

Any questions, contact Sharon at Allan_sharon@outlook.com 

 

 

SUPER DAY FRIDAY 
Friday January 23rd, 2026 

Please sign up via School Cash online.  

Once we have received payment, we will send out a registration form for you to sign. 

Preference goes out to children in BSC and ASC- Maximum 20 students. We will open this 

Superday up to other students if we are not full. 

 

 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Grades 4-7 
Tuesdays & Thursdays  

*NOT Monday-Friday as previously stated 

After school in the primary learning support room 2:40-3:10pm 

 

 

COFFEE MINISTRY 
We invite all families to join us for the launch of our new Café-Coffee Ministry, 

beginning right after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass at St. Joseph the Worker Parish.  

Come enjoy a coffee and a snack while your child is in catechism and take a moment to 

connect with other parents and parishioners. It’s a warm, welcoming space for conversation, 

fellowship, and community. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help serve coffee or to bake treats for our weekly gatherings. Coffee 

is free, and if you’re able to offer a donation, it’s always appreciated and helps support the ministry. We 

will also be making Hot Chocolate for the children. 

Please contact: Mary Kimak at mkimak@hotmail.com for more information on how you can support our 

ministry. 
Start Date: Sunday January 18th 

Time: 11:00am 

Place: St. Joseph's Church Hall 

 

 

 

COME JOIN ST. JOSEPH’S TIMBERWOLVES SCHOOL TEAM ON 

THE 37TH ANNUAL TC10K POWERED BY RUNSPORT 
Save the date:  April 26th, 2026 

Please register using the link: 

Teachers and Students of St. Joseph’s School: 
https://raceroster.com/registration/e3c3756c-7276-4201-aebb-e5e6a7b1145c/entry?team=929368 

*Ensure to join the “Teachers and Students” when registering. 

*Alternatively, you could register for the Thrifty Foods Family Run 1.5km 

This year’s theme is “Together We Soar”.  

*All participants will receive a t-shirt, a medal, and lots of treats at the end of the race. 

 

 

https://stjosephs.hotlunches.net/admin/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdWxNdEhzWkdpU0VSZnA5NAEeI2-zDo7gNh9h5kh1S0nac811hv3HY5jrg9RV62KOy5OIzWC8Ojv2A3TyB1M_aem_DwmkBLJ4JxYSK6V7cdZA4g
mailto:Allan_sharon@outlook.com
mailto:mkimak@hotmail.com
https://raceroster.com/registration/e3c3756c-7276-4201-aebb-e5e6a7b1145c/entry?team=929368


 

ONE TO ONE LITERACY PROGRAM 

 
For the past few years, St. Joseph's Elementary School has partnered with the Provincial non-profit One to 

One Reading Program to enhance our reading programs. We have had some of their wonderful, well 

trained volunteers read with some of our students on a weekly basis.  Last year and this year, with the 

financial support of our very own PSG, we have been able to host a Parent Information Reading Workshop 

which provided information and time for parents and their Grade One children to read and play literacy 

games together. This year's event was held on Wednesday, January 7th, 2026. It was very appreciated by 

many families last year and this year.  Thank you to the parents who attended, thank you to St. Joseph's 

PSG for supporting this very important workshop, and thank you to Zahida from One to One for leading this 

workshop. 

 

 

Applications are open for our February cohort for the after school virtual reading program with about 10 

spaces still available. This is for families who feel they might benefit from support, if they aren't receiving 

already receiving tutoring from ONE TO ONE in person. 

 
Because spaces are limited, it’s suggested families apply as soon as possible.  

 
The virtual reading program: 

• Is for students anywhere in British Columbia who are in Grades 1-4 

• Provides weekly, 30-minute reading sessions from February 9 to May 29, 2026 (with breaks for 

school holidays) 

• Is hosted on Zoom, using Epic! Books 

• Takes place after school, between 4:00-6:00pm 

• Spaces are limited and dependent on both family and tutor availability 

Parents/guardians can register their child(ren) directly at: www.one-to-one.ca/register  

 
New this year: Pay What You Can 

• In order to sustain our program and keep it accessible to every family who needs support, we have 

introduced a pay-what-you-can fee structure for participants in our virtual reading program. 

 

• We aim to balance what the program is worth with what families are able and willing to contribute. 

Our standard fee is $50 per child, but there is a range of options to choose from, based on 

circumstances, or families can apply for a fee waiver ($0). 

  

http://www.one-to-one.ca/register


 



 

Call for Nominations: School Nutrition Committee 
We are inviting parents/caregivers, teachers and staff to nominate themselves to join our School Nutrition 
Committee! 

PURPOSE of the committee: To promote healthy, inclusive and enjoyable food practices within 
St Joseph’s school community.  
Members will have the opportunity to share ideas, provide feedback, and help shape initiatives related to 
school meals, nutrition education, and wellbeing.  

Some examples: organizing educational seminars on healthy eating, organizing field trips to local 
farms, arranging salad tasting bars, help with school garden projects and fundraisers with low or non-
sugar items (to name a few projects). 

MEMBERS: Diverse group of Interested parents, teachers and staff with a single student representative from 
grade 5 or 6.  
Who can apply? Parents/Caregivers (including grandparents), Staff, Grade 5 to 6 students 
What we’re looking for:  You don’t need to be a nutrition expert—just an interest in school food and a 
willingness to contribute. We welcome diverse perspectives and experiences. 
How to nominate yourself: 
Please complete the short nomination form linked below. You’ll be asked to briefly explain: 

• Why are you interested in joining the School Nutrition Committee? 

• What skills, experiences, or ideas could you contribute? 

        Nominations close on: February 9, 2025 
    Nomination form: https://forms.gle/CQ2BWAKP74JdMuwp7 
 
 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/CQ2BWAKP74JdMuwp7


  



 

TIMBERWOLF TOQUES! 
Click here to purchase and pick up in the school office: 
https://cisdv.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1016/556/False/True 

 

Or scan the QR code! 

  

https://cisdv.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1016/556/False/True


 



 

  



 

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 

 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2026, during the 

evensong service at Christ Church Cathedral in Victoria (930 Burdett Avenue). The service begins at 4:00 

pm, and there will be a reception to follow. Christians from across Vancouver Island will gather to reflect on 

and celebrate our common faith. All are welcome to participate, either in person at Christ Church 

Cathedral or via livestream at: https://www.christchurchcathedral.bc.ca/live  

 
Voices in Motion is seeking “duets” for its winter choir session—each duet is an adult experiencing memory 

loss together with their caregiver. No singing experience is needed; you are welcome to visit a rehearsal 

and give it a try. Rehearsals are 90 minutes of music and community, with choirs meeting Wednesdays at 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall and Fridays at the UVic MultiFaith Centre. For more information, please 

visit www.voicesinmotionchoirs.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 

SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com
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1000X5 
1000 Books by Age Five 

Children’s Book Recycling Project Greater Victoria 
 

January 27 - Family Literacy Day 
…Donate books to increase early literacy 

 
Children are made readers on the laps of their parents. 

(children’s book author Emilie Buchwald) 
 

 Cuddling and reading to your little ones shows that you value reading, builds comfort, enjoyment and 
early skills that last a lifetime.  
 
Help make that true for those still to gain those habits. January 27 is National Literacy Day. As well 
as enjoying a new story with your child, please make an extra effort to drop of gently used picture 
books for babies and preschoolers in the drop box in the……      All very young children benefit from 
being read to – help make that a reality for more.  Thank you for being part of 380,000books donated 
over the last 15 years.  
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